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U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  
July 17—BBQ Boot Camp, Sioux Falls  August 15—BBQ Boot Camp, Brown Co. Fair, Aberdeen 
Aug 19—BBQ Boot Camp, Central States Fair, RC August 20-21—New faculty orientation   
August 22—SDSU Fall Conference   August 23 (am)—SDSU teaching asst. orientation 
August 28—First day of fall semester classes  September 29—Beef Bowl 
JULY BIRTHDAYS:   AUGUST BIRTHDAYS:     
1—ROBBI PRITCHARD   1—LEVIN GARBEL    
8—XUWEN SHENG   1—KATHY KOCH    
16—DOUG YOUNG   29—AMANDA BLAIR      
16—DEON SIMON          
CONGRATULATIONS! 
 
-To Jason Johnson for receiving second place in the 
MS Proposal category of the 2012 Graduate Research 
Competition hosted by the SDSU Chapter of Sigma Xi. 
 
-To the Under-
woods on the birth 
of Dustin Lee, May 
23.  He weighed 7 lb, 
14 oz and was 20” 
long.  Older siblings 
Aubrey and Lucas 
are pictured next to 
Dustin. 
 
-To Tracy Jennings on the successful completion of his 
Ph.D. program March 13, specializing in meat science.  
He has started a business in meat science research and 
lives in the Brookings area.  He is married to SDSU 
alumna Jenny Thurlow Jennings, who received her 
Ph.D. in animal science, also. 
 
-To Sebastian Lares on successful completion of his 
M.S. program July 10, specializing in genetics and re-
production. 
 
-To Nikki Hojer on the successful 
completion of her M.S. program 
specializing in beef cattle.  She 
will be employed as the SD repre-
sentative for Suther and will office 
from her home in the Kimball 
area.  She will marry Michael 
Kroupa on August 11 in Kimball. 
The SD Feeder Pig Derby was held at the SDSU Animal Sci-
ence Arena on May 5.  According to Matt Johnson, 196 head of 
Yorkshire, Chester White, Duroc, Landrace, Hampshire and 
Crossbred gilts and barrows were sold to exhibitors from Iowa, 
Minnesota and SD.  All of the SD-sold pigs will be eligible for the 
Derby Pig Show held in conjunction with the SD State Fair.  The 
SDSU Livestock Judging Team coordinates with the 19 consign-
ors of pigs to host the event and to 
sponsor prizes to the winners of the 
show. 
 
Forty persons gathered at Hillcrest Park in Brookings July 8 for a 
farewell for Clint and Madeleine Rusk.  The Rusks were pre-
sented with gifts given by the staff, including the Terry Redlin 
framed print pictured below.  Other gifts were two gift cards to 
BBQ rib restaurants in Stillwater as 
well as a Jackrabbit pin, worn by 
Madeleine in the photo.  The Rusks 
will move to Stillwater later this 
month where Dr. Rusk has accepted 
a position as department head at 
Oklahoma State University.  We wish 
the Rusks well as they begin the next 
journey in their lives. 
Dr. Don Marshall, former Animal Science faculty mem-
ber and current Biological Sciences, has been named 
by Dean Barry Dunn as Interim Department Head for 
Animal Science.  He will serve in that capacity while a 
search for a permanent department head is being con-
ducted. 
Dr. Michael 
Gonda 
agreed to 
alter his hair 
style if stu-
dents in his 
AS 332 
class scored 
a certain 
percentage 
on their test.  They met the challenge, hence Dr. Gonda’s 
corn rows. 
BBQ boot 
camps, pre-
sented by SDSU 
Animal Science 
Extension and 
funded by the 
SD Beef Indus-
try Council and SD Pork Producers Council, have been held 
May 7 in Brookings and June 28 in Pierre.  Additional ses-
sions are scheduled July 17 in Sioux Falls, August 15 in Ab-
erdeen and August 19 in Rapid City.  Cost is $20 for singles/
$30 for couples and includes a meat thermometer, booklet 
and food.  An educational program on meat cookery, food 
safety, BBQ and smoking, meat selection and nutrition will 
be presented.  To register, contact Dr. Keith Underwood at 
605-688-5439 or keith.underwood@sdstate.edu. 
 
The 2nd annual Hampshire sale was held 
on May 3 at the Animal Science Arena.  
Twenty-one head were sold, averaging 
$570.  Dr. Jeff Held and Sheep Unit 
Manager Ann Kolthoff coordinated the 
event. The top-selling ram (pictured) sold 
for $3,800 to a Darryl Tiltrum, WY. Spe-
cial thanks to our tremendous under-
graduate students who assisted with pre-
sale and sale preparation and to serve as ambassadors of 
the SDSU Animal Science Department on sale day.   Jeff 
The following staff attended the Reciprocal Meat Confer-
ence which was held June 17-20 in Fargo:  Clint Rusk, 
Doug McFarland, Keith Underwood, Stacy Scramlin, 
Amanda Weaver Blair, Deon Simon, Jason Johnson, 
Jarrod Bumsted, Simon Kern, Lacie Hoffman.  Several 
undergraduates also attended.  Johnson and Christina 
Fehrman were members of the winning Iron Chef team fea-
turing their blueberry and chipotle brats.  Quiz bowl mem-
bers were:  David Becker, Ethan Johnson, Sarah Jacobs, 
Chris Fehrman, Laura Schoeneman, Evan Koep, and Lacie 
Hoffman (coach).  Lacie also presented a poster titled 
“Leptin genotype and growing phase diet effects on carcass 
traits and meat quality”. 
Former Animal Science Range 
Management Outreach Coordi-
nator Dr. Lan Xu celebrates 
after receiving her certificate of 
U.S. citizenship June 14 at a 
naturalization ceremony at 
Mount Rushmore. 
The annual bull sale was held at the SDSU Cow/Calf Unit 
on April 13.  Dr. Cody Wright’s Seedstock Merchandising 
class was involved in preparation for and coordination of the 
sale.  The Angus bulls averaged $4296 and the SimAngus 
bulls averaged $3770.  The high sell-
ing bull (pictured) was a SimAngus 
bull, S D S Shear Force 112Y, at 
$10,100. He is now known as S D S 
In Force 112Y.  The opportunity to 
select two pairs from the pasture sold 
for $19,250. Joshua Cribbs has been hired as Instructor/Livestock 
Judging Coach effective November 26.  He is currently com-
pleting his M.S. degree in Animal Science with an emphasis 
in Ruminant Nutrition at Texas Tech University in Lubbock. 
